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For ‘* The Friend.”’ 


A Visit to the Post Offiee in London. 


The following article which we have con- 
densed from * Household Words,” may appear 
to some, a little different from most of the 


pieces inserted in “The Friend?’ We think lines that there were so many * Stamped,’ so | paper. 
the graphic force with which it describes the | many ‘ Prepaid,’ and so many * Unpaid.’ 


effects of a subdivision of labour in doing the 
immense “business of the London Post-office, 
and the amount of valuable statistical informa- 
tion incidentally given, will render it accept- 
able to its readers, 


Having been led through a maze of offices 
and passages more or less dark, the two visit- 
ers found themselves ‘in an enormons hall, 
illumined by myriads of lights.’ Without 
being exactly transformed into statues, or 


stricken fast asleep, the occupants of this hall | ‘lhe cash column was computed and cast in a! don into seventeen sections, 


(whose name was Legion) appeared to be in| 
an enchanted state of idleness. Among a 
wilderness of long tables, and of desks, they 


were reading books, talking together, wander-|the Receiver-General’s office. 


ing about, lying down, or drinking coffie— 
apparently quite unused to doing any work, 
and not at all expectant of ever having any- 
thing to do. 


In a few minutes, and without any prepara- | all the year round, Sundays excepted ! 


tion, a great stir began at one end of this hall, 


‘SSEVENTH-DAY, SEVENTH MONTH 13, 1850. 











said the bag-opener, in answer to an inquiry, |to the pre-paid and unpaid letters which pass 
‘we are fined half-a-crown, That’s why we through all the post-offices during the year?” 
turn them inside out.’ ; ° ‘We can tell within a very near approxi- 
The visiters closely scrutinised the letters | mation to correctness :—337,500,000 passed 
that were disgorged. These were from all|through the post-offices of the United King- 
parts of London, fo all parts of London, and|dom during last year, and to every 100 of 
to the provinces and to the far-off quarters of| them about fifty had stamps ; 46 were pre-paid 
the globe. An acute postman might guess the| with pennies; and only 4 were committed to 
broad tenor of theie contents by their covers: | the box unpaid.’ 
business letters are in big envelopes, official! While one of the visiters was receiving this 
letters in long ones, and lawyer’s letters in| information, the other had followed the letters 
none at all; the tinted and lace-bordered mean | to the next process ; which was that of stamp- 
Valentines, and the black-bordered tell of|ing on the sealed face, in red ink, the date and 
grief, and the radiant with white enamel an-| hour of despatch. The letters are ranged in 
nounce marriage. When the Fleet Street dis-| a long row, like a pack of cards thrown across 
patch appeared, the visiters tracked it, and the|a table, and-so fast does the stamper’s hand 
operations of the clerk who separated the three | move, that he can mark 3000 in an hour. 
bundles of which it consisted were closely fol-| While defacing the Queen’s heads on the other 
lowed, With prying curiosity one of the in-| side, he counts as he thumps, till he enume- 
truders actually took a copy of the bill which | rates fifty, when he dodyes his stamp on one 
accompanied the letters, It set forth in three | side to put his black mark on a piece of plain 


All these memoranda are afterwards 
| collected by the president, who, reckoning fifty 
The clerk counted the stamped letters like | letters to every black mark, gets a near ap- 
lightning, and a flash of red gleaming past proximation to the number that have passed 
showed the inquirers that one of their epistles | through the office. - 
was safe. Suddenly the motion was stopped;| ‘Is it possible 1 exclaimed one of the visit- 
the official had instinctively detected that one | ers, regarding the piles of epistles on the nu- 
letter was insufficiently adorned with the| merous tables, ‘that this mass of letters can 
Queen’s profile, and he weighed and taxed it| be arranged and sent away to their respective 
double in a twinkling. Having proved the| addresses in time to receive the next collection, 
number of stamped letters to be exactly as per! which will arrive in less than an hour? 
account rendered, he went on checking off the | * Quite,’ replied an obliging informant, ‘I'll 
prepaid. He then dealt with the unpaid. tell you how we do it. We have divided Lon- 
There they are, 
single thought, and a short-hand mark, signi-| you perceive.’ He then pointed to the tables 
fying * quite correct,’ dismissed the Fleet Street | with pigeon-holes numbered from one to sev- 
bill upon a file, for the leisurely scrutiny of |enteen; one marked *blind,’ with a nineteenth 
All the other | labelled ¢ general.’ It was explained that the 
letters, and all the other bills of all the other | proper arrangement of the letters in these 
receiving-houses, were going through the same compartments constitutes the first sorting. 
routine at all the other tables; and these per- They are then sorted into sub-divisions ; then 
formances are repeated ten times in every day, | into districts, and finally handed over to the 











letter-carriers, who, in another room, arrange 
* You perceived,’ said one of the two friends, | them for their own convenience into * walks.’ 


and an immense train of private performers, |‘ that in the rapid process of counting, the| As the visiters looked round they perceived 
in the highest state of excitement, poured in.| stamped letters gleamed past like a meteor,| some—which were addressed to Scotland— 


Each had @ sack on his back ; each bent under 
its weight ; and the bare sight of these sacks, 
as if by magic, changed all the readers, all the 
talkers, all the wanderers, all the liers-down, 
all the coffve-drinkers, into a colony of human 
ants ! 








whilst the money-paid and unpaid epistles re- | suddenly emerge from a chadtic heap, and 
mained long enough under observation for aj lodge in the division marked ¢ general,’ as 
careful reading of the superscriptions.’ | magically as a conjurer causes any card you 

* That delay,’ said an intelligent official, ¢ is | may choose to fly out of thé whole, pack. 
occasioned because the latter are unstamped. | * These letters,’ remarked the expositor, ‘ being 
Such letters cause a great complication of; for the country will be presently passed into 


For the sacks were great sheepskin bags of | trouble, wholly avoided by the use of Queen’s| the Inland Office through a tunnel under the 


letters tumbling in from the receiving-houses, | heads. Every officer through whose hands’ hall. 


The “blind” letters have superscrip- 


Anon they looked like whole flocks sudienly|they pass—from the receiving-house-keeper | tions which the sorters cannot decypher, and 


are sent to the “ blind” table where a gentle- 
man presides, to whom, fom the extreme 
sharpness of his vision, we give the lucus a 
non lucendo name of the “ blind.clerk.” You 
will have a specimen of his powers presently.’ 

While this dialogue was going on there was 


struck all of a heap, ready for slaughter ; for 
a ruthless individual stood at a table, with 
sleeves tucked up and knife in hand, who ra- 
pidly cut their throats, dived into their insides, 
abstracted their contents, and finally skinned 
them. ‘ For every letter we leave behind,’ 


to the carriers who deliver them at their desti- 
nations—has to give and take a cash account 
of each. If the public would put stamps on 
all letters, it Would save us, and therefore 
itself, some thousands a-year. 

‘What are the proportions of the stamped 
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a general abatement of the noise of stamping, |to rain hard ; by fast degrees the storm came | more of them would dart like lightning across 
and shuffling letters, and when the visiters|on harder and harder, until it blew, rained, | his face scarcely touching it, but carrying off 


looked round, the place had relapsed into its | 
former tranquillity. It was scarcely credible | 
that from 30,000 to 40.000 letters had been 
received, stamped, counted, sorted, and sent | 
away in so shortatime. ‘A judicious divi-| 
sion of labour,’ remarked one of our friends, | 
‘ must work these miracles,’ 

* Yes sir,’ was the reply of an official, ‘ and | 
there are from 1200 to 1700 of us to do the 
work of the district post alone. When it was} 
removed from Gerard Street to this building 
there was not a quarter of that number. For | 
instance—then, three carriers sufficed for the) 
Paddington district ; but, by the dispatch you | 
have just seen completed, we have sent off 
2000 letters to that single locality by the hands 
of twenty-five carriers.’ 

‘ The increase is attributable to the penny 
system?’ interrogated one of our inquiring 
friends. 

‘ Entirely.’ 

The questioner then referred to a Parlia- | 
mentary paper of which he had obtained pos- | 
session. It showed him the history of general | 
postal increase since the era of dear distance} 
rates. In 1839—under the old system—the | 
number of letters which passed through the| 
post was 76,000,000. In 1840 came the uni- | 
form penny, and for that year the number| 
was 162,000,000, or an increase of 93,000,.- 
000, equal to 123 per cent, That was the) 
grand start; afterwards the rate of increase | 
subsided from 36 per cent. in 1841, to 16 per | 
cent, in 1842 and 1843. In 1845, and the! 





three following years, the increase was re-| 


spectively, 39, 37, and 30 per cent. Then | 
succeeded a sudden drop; perhaps the culmi- | 
nating point had been attained. The Post- | 
office is, however, a thermometer of commerce: | 
during the depressing year 1848, the number | 
of letters increased no more than 9 per cent. | 
But last year there was an augmentation of| 
8,500,000 upon the preceding year, or 11 per| 
cent. of progressive increase. Another Par- | 
liamentary document shows, that, although 
the business is now exactly four-and-a-ha!f| 
times more than it was in 1839, the expense | 
of doing it has only doubled. In the former 
year the cost of the establishment was not, 
quite 690,0002.; in 1849 it was about 1,400,.- | 
0001. 

While one visiter was pouring over these | 
documents, the other watched the General 
Post letters, which were put into boxes and| 
taken to the tunnel to be conveyed into the In- | 
land Office upon a horizontal band worked by | 
a wheel. The two friends now took leave of | 
the District Department to follow the objects | 
of their pursuit. 

It was a quarter before six o'clock when} 
they crossed the [all—six being the latest | 
hour at which newspapers can be posted with- | 
out fee. 

It was then just drizzling newspapers. The} 


|spouts of newspapers broke from enormous 


| gardening among newspapers with rakes ; men | cultivated, is heavy and luxuriant. 


| the flies from his face when asleep. 


hailed, snowed, newspapers. A fountain of| the unfortunate fly. 


A French agriculturist 
newspapers played in at the window. Water. | 


had a hundred pair of the bird called Kuikim. 
anore from the Sandwich Islands. During 
sacks, and engulphed the men inside. A pro-| the season he would let them loose at night 
digious main of newspapers, at the Newspaper | and they would return in the morning, each 
River Head, seemed to be turned on, threaten-| pair destroying, as was estimated, some four 
ing destruction to the misetable Post-office.| thousand May bugs. In Malta small birds 
The Post-office was so full already, that the| are kept to free the house from flies during the 
window foamed at the mouth with newspapers. | summer, and are found very effective. And 
Newspapers flew out like froth, and were tum-| why should not similar instances be numer- 
bled in again by the bystanders. All the boys; ous?—S. B. Parson’s Horticultural Ad. 
in London seemed to have gone mad, and to| dress. 

be besieging the Post-office with newspapers. 
Now and then there was a girl ; now and then 
a woman}; now and then a weak old man: but : 
as the minute-hand of the clock crept near to} Review of the Weather for Sixth Month, 1850, 
six, such a torrent of boys, and such a torrent} ‘The weather during the month just ended, 
of newspapers came tumbling in together pell-| was generally warm, and with the exception 
mell, head over heels, one above another, that| of a few days, rather pleasant; the earth in 


For “ The Friend." 


‘the giddy head looking on chiefly wondered | this vicinity was seasonably watered with re- 
|why the boys springing over one another’s| freshing showers, though we have been inform. 


heads, dida’t post themselves nightly, along) ed, there has been a scarcity of rain in some 
with the newspapers, and get delivered all over| neighbourhoods. The wheat is beginning to 
the world. assume its rich golden hue, and in a few days 

Suddenly it struck six. Shut Sesame! Per-| will be ripe for the sickle, The farmers are 
fectly still weather, Nobody thre. No token) busily engaged in cutting the grass, and stor- 
of the late storm—Not one too late! ing up the hay, for the support of our useful 

But what a chaos within! Men up to their | animals, during the barrenness of winter, The 
knees in newspapers on great platforms; men, growth of herbage, whether spontaneous or 
A little 
digging and delving among newspapers as if a| while ago, and every hill, valley and plain 
new description of rock had been blasted into | was decorated with the gayest flowers, The 
those fragments ; men going up and down aj hand of art too, aided nature by planting, cul- 
gigantic trap—an ascending and descending: | tivating, and training the choicest—the most 
room worked by a steam-engine—still taking| delicate and ornamental species. We were 
with them nothing but newspapers! All the| surrounded on all sides by one beauteous and 
history of the time, all the chronicled births, | vast collection of roses, blooming shrubs and 
deaths, and marriages, all the crimes, all the| trees, &c., tinged with every variety of hue, 
accidents, all the vanities, all the changes, all | from the bleeding radiance of the ruby, to the 
the realities, of all the civilized earth, heaped| milky whiteness of the onyx, and gratefully 
up, parcelled out, carried about, knocked down, | perfuming the air with their odoriferous riches ; 
cut, shuffled, dealt, played, gathered up again, | but now, many of the blossoms are fallen, and 
and passed from hand to hand, in an appa- | the fruit is fast swelling into maturity ; already, 
rently interminable and hopeless confusion, | our palate is enlivened with the cooling juices 
but really in a system of admirable order, cer-| of the strawberry and the cherry. The flow- 
tainty, and simplicity, pursued six nights every | ering creation, however, has not all faded 
week, all through the rolling year! Which) away,—they do not all appear at once, but in 
of us, afier this, shall find fault with the rather| orderly rotation. Every month has its pecu- 
more extensive system of good and evil, when | liar ornaments$ not slavishly copying the 
we don’t quite understand it at a glance; or| works of its predecessor, but still forming, still 
set the stars right in their spheres ? | executing some new design. 

Who can breathe such an atmosphere— 
who can dwell amidst such scenes, and not feel 
a thrilling sensation of joy? What heart can 
long be gloomy or dejected, under the influence 
of such lively hues and delicious odours? Or 
who could reap the benefit of such profuse 
blessings, and not feel his bosom overflow with 
gratitude towards Him who created, upholds, 
and actuates them—Him who orders all things 
in “ number, weight and measure ?” 


(Conclusion next week.) 


Tame Lizards.—Zoology might enable us| 
to discover a mode of domesticating some of | 
the smaller animals and employing them for | 
the destruction of insects, as the ferret is em- | 
ployed to destroy rats. This is not so impos- | 
sible as it may seem. I recollect visiting some | 
years ago an intelligent physician in the West 
indies, who had trained some lizards to one} From Ist to 7th, fair and warm ; vegetation 

To show] is progressing rapidly. 8th.—Cloudy and 
me their skill, he leaned his head against the} warm, with an occasional sprinkle of rain. 


great window of that department being thrown side of the summer house closed his eyes and| About 8 p. m., a heavy shower from the west, 
open, the first black fringe of a thunder-cloud | immediately half a dozen litle fellows three} with considerable thunder. On the evening of 
of newspapers impending over the Post-office|or four inches long, appeared near him.| the 9th, afier a clear and warm day, a strong 
was discharging itself fitfully—now in large| Their glistening eyes twinkled with expecta-| wind blew up from the west about 11 Pp. m., 
drops, now in little; now in sudden plamps,|tion, and the moment a fly made its appear-| bringing with it a cloud, from which it rained 
now stopping altogether. By degrees it began | ance on any part of the Doctor’s face, one or} moderately till next moroing. The wind con- 
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tinued to blow pretty hard throughout the 10th, 
and the atmosphere became pleasantly cool. 
From 10th to 20th, generally clear or fair, and 
with the exception of two or three mornings, 
warm. About 4 o’clock on the aflernoon of 
the 20th, after two days of very warm wea- 
ther, a heavy shower of rain fell, commingled 
with large hail-stones, and accompanied with 
thunder and lightning, and a strong wind ; 
another thunder shower about half-past nine, 
also attended with a strong wind,—in all about 
one inch of rain. These two storms prostra- 
ted the wheat in many places, some of which, 
to the injury of the crop, has never regained 


its upright position ; but as the fervent heat of | 
the sun, during the previous week or two, iad /to 2p, mwas 684°—about 2° lower than that 


in some degree parched the surface of the 
earth, the vegetable kingdom was sensibly re- 
freshed by them—the corn and potato crop 
were especially benefited. The rain was very 


limited in extent ; two or three miles southward | 
there was none. 2Ist.—A fine shower this 














afternoon about 24 p.m. This was even more | so shall the swellings of people be. And be- 
contracted than that of yesterday, and follow-| cause of the hardship and sorrow of those 
ed nearly the same path, 22utl and 23rd.— | days, many shall seek and desire death rather 
Very damp, warm and oppressive. 25th and | than life. 
26th.—Clear and very pleasant. 28th.—)| Ah! my heart relents, and is moved within 
Warm and nearly clear during the day, but a| me, in the sense of these things, and much 
dark cloud rolled up from the west in the; more than I can write or declare, which the 
evening, from which vivid flashes of lightning | Lord will do in the earth, and will also make 
issued, with some loud peals of thunder, and a | haste to accomplish among the sons of men, 
heavy fall of rain about 8 o’clock, 30th.—/that they may know and confess, that the 
Clear and warm; a brisk shower about 7) Most High doth rule in the kingdoms of men, 
P. M. ‘and pulleth down and setteth up according to 
The range of the thermometer for the Sixth | his own will. ‘This shall men do, before seven 
month, was from 45 on the 12th, to 87 on the | times pass over them, and shall be content to 
20th, or 42°. Mean temperature from sunrise | give their glory unto him that sits in heaven, 
Bat, oh! Friends, while all these things are 
for the corresponding month last year. Rain | working and bringing to pass, repose ye your- 
fell on 9 days. The amount of rain during | selves in the munition of that Rock, that all 
the month, was 2.91 inches. In the Sixth | these shakinge shall not move; even in the 
month, 1849, 2.77 inches fell. knowledge and feeling of the eternal power of 
H. God, keeping you subjectly given up to his 
heavenly will, and feel it daily to kill and 
mortify that which remains in any of you, 





West-town B. S., Seventh mo. Ist, 1850. 
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ie ee | ee ee ee ee which is of this world. The worldly part in 
cune. Ze any, is the changeable part, and that is up and 
— = down, full and empty, joyful and sorrowlul, as 
- |g 2 2 2 Direction and Circumstanceswof the weather for things £° well or ill in the world. For as the 
: lg Ste force of wind. Sixth month, 1850. Prath is but one, and ma ny are made partakers 
ety 12 oleé of its spirit, so the world is but one, and many 
elelaleclesa are partakers of the spirit of it, and so many as 
é Sie |Se\sse do partake of it, so many will be straitened and 
Sig je F Mae) Seadil Se SN perplexed with it. But they who are single to 
1 | 52 | 63 | 574) 29.81 NE. Cloudy, the Truth, waiting daily to feel the life and 
2 | 49 | 65 | 57 | 29.85) N. W. Clear. virtue of it in their hearts, these shall rejoice 
; a = eta San N. = — in the midst of adversity. ‘These shall not 
5154/76 | 65 | 3021\ N.W. Do. have their hearts moved with fear, or tussed 
6 | 50 | 80 | 65 | 30.15 SE.toS W. Hazy. with anguish, because of evil tidings, Psal. 
7 | 58 | 81 | 69}) 30.04 SE.toS W. Clear. cxii. 7, 8, because that which fixeth them, re- 
62 | 80 | 71 | 29.85 WS W. Cloudy—rain and thunder. 


62 | 79 | 70) 29.67, N W.toS W. 
10 | 62 | 66 | 64 | 29.59 N.W. 
11 | 50 | 68 | 59 | 299.89 N.W. 
2 | 30.04. N.W. 
13 | 56 | 80 | 68 | 29.87. N.W. 
14 | 60 | 83 | 714) 29.84 N. W. 
15 | 68 | 79 | 734) 29.84 N.W. 
16/65/75 | 70 | 30.04 SE. 
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Siete tien thee mains with them. ‘These shall know their 


Rain—fair. entrance with the bridegroom, and so be kept 
Clear. from sorrow, though his coming be with a 
Do. noise. And when a midnight is come upon 
Do. 


man’s glory, yet they being ready and pre- 
pared, it will be well with them; and having a 


Do, 
Cloudy—a little rain. on 
y true sense of the power working in themselves, 


Do, clear. 


eee eee act lL CT 


17 | 51 | 77 | 64 | 30.03 S.E. Clear. they cannot but have unity and fellowship 
= = mr oo ~ i ee with the works of it in the earth, and will not 
‘ | t . W. o. clear. 4 ass PS < . . 
20 | 70 | 87 | 784] 29.95 S W. to N W. 5 | Clear—rain, hail and thunder 4 r. ».— ot att -eapeeaete equines what ay ee eae ee 
| eaner S a what is not to be. These will be at rest till 
21 | 66 84 | 75 | 30.05| N. W. Cloudy—fair—shower 24 r. m. the indignation passeth over, and having no 
22 | 68 | 78 | 73 | 30.01; S. E. Fair—cloudy. | design to carry on, and no party to promote 
23 | 63 79 | 734) 29.81, WS W. Foggy—do. in the earth, cannot possibly be defeated or 
24 | 66 | 77 | 714) 29.84, N. W. Nearly clear. die . ai hei i tis 
25 | 58 | 76 | 67 29.91 N. W. Clear. isappointed in their un ertal ings. : 
26 | 50 | 73 | 614) 29.92 NWtoS W. Do. And when you see divisions and parties, 
27 | 57 | 76 | 664) 29.78! SS W. Fair—rain in night. and rendings in the nations, and rumours and 
28 68 sl j 744 29.80 N. Ww. Do, thander shower 8 P. m. lempests in the minds of people then take heed 
29 | 72 | 81 | 764) 29.75, S. W. Some cloudy. lof keine d to thi ‘ i to thet gurt 
30 | 66 | &2 | 74 | 29.76! N. W. Clear—shower 7 r. at. seialnerer,.« ppaigg utet hanged age ine party» 





——> 


Epistle of Stephen Crisp. 
(Concluded from page 332.) 


Besides all this, the terrible hand of the 
Lord is, and shall be openly manifested against 
this ungodly generation, by bringing grievous 
and terrible judzments and plagues upon them, 
tumbling down all things in which their pride 


and glory stood, and overturning even the| 
foundations of their strength. Yea, the Lord. 


<<< === Of giving your strength to this or that, or 

| counselling this way or that way; but stand 
jin them, Nahum, iii. 12,13, they shall become | single to the Truth of God, in which neither 
but a snare, and there shall the sword devour.| war, rent nor division is, Take heed of 
| When they shall say we will go into the field,/ that part in any of you, which trusts and re- 
and pat trust in the number and courage of| lies upon any sort of the men of this world, in 
our soldiers, they shall both be taken away ; | the day of their prosperity ; for the same party 
and this evil also will come of the Lord, and} will bring you to suffer with them, in the time 
his hand will be stretched out still, and shall | of their adversity, which will not be long after ; 
bring confusion, ruin upon ruin, and war upon | for stability in that ground there will be none. 
war. The hearts of men shall be stirred in But when they shall say, come join with us in 
them, and the nations shall be as waters into| this or that, remember you are joined to the 


will lay waste the mountain of the ungodly,| which a tempest, a swift whirlwind is entered ;| Lord by his pure Spirit, to walk with him in 
and the strength of the fenced city shall fail :| and even as waves swell up to the dissolution | peace and in righteousness; and you feeling 
and when men shall say, we will take refuge| one of another, and breaking one of another ;| this, this gathers out of all bustlings, and 
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noises, and parties, and tumulis, and leads 
you to exalt the standard of Truth and righte- 
ousness, In an innocent conversation, to see 
who will flow unto that. This shall be a re- 
fuge for many of the weary, tossed and afflict- 
ed ones in those days, and a shelter for many, 
whose day is not yet over. 

So dearly beloved Friends and brethren, 
who have believed and known the blessed 
appearance of the Truth, let not your hearts 
be troubled at any of these things. Oh |! let 
not the things that are at present, nor things 
that are yet to come, move you from stead- 
fastness, but rather double your diligence, zeal 
and faithfulness to the cause of God. For 
they that know the work wrought in them- 
selves, they shall rest in the day of trouble, 
yea, though the fig-tree fail, and the vine 
bring not forth, and the labour of the olive- 
tree ceaseth, and the fields vield no meat, and 
the sheep be cut off from the fold, and there 
be no bullocks in the stall, yet then maygst 
thou rejoice in the Lord, and sing praises to 
the God of thy salvation. Hab. iii. 

And how near these days are to this poor 
nation, few know ; and therefore the cry of the 
Lord is very loud unto its inhabitants, through 
his servants and messengers, that they would 
prize their time while they have it, lest they 
be overturned, wasted and laid desolate before 
they are aware, and before destruction come 
upon them, and there be no remedy, as it hath 
already done upon many. 

Oh! London, London! that thou and thy 
rulers would have considered, and hearkened 
and heard, in the day of thy warnings and in- 
vitations, and not have persisted in thy rebel- 
lion, till the Lord was moved against thee, to 
cut off the thousands and multitudes from thy 
streets, and the pressing and thronging of peo- 
ple from thy gates, and then to destroy and 
ruin thy streets also, and lay desolate thy 
gates, when thou thoughtest to have replenish- 
ed them again. 

Oh! saith my soul, that thy inhabitants 
would yet be warned and persuaded to repent 
and turn to the Lord, by putting away every 
one the evil that is in their hearts, against the 
Truth in yourselves, and against those that 
walk in it, before a greater desolation and de- 
struction overtake you. 

What shall | say to prevail with London, 
and with its inhabitants! ‘The Lord hath call- 
ed aloud, he hath roared out of Zion unto them, 
but many of them have not hearkened at all, 
nor considered at all, 

Well, oh, my Friends! and thou, oh my 
soul! return to your rest; dwell in the pavilion 
of the house of your God and my God, and 
shelter yourselves under the shadow of his 
wings, where ye shall be witnesses of his do- 
ings, and see his strange acis brought to 
pass, and shall not be hurt therewith, nor 
dismayed. 

Oh, my Friends ! in the bowels of dear and 
tender love have | signified these things unto 
you, that ye might siand armed with the whole 
armour of God, clothed in righteousness, and 
your feet shod with the preparation of the 
Gospel of peace, and freely given up in all 
things to the disposing of the Lord. He will 
deliver us, not by might, nor by sword, nor 
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spear, but by his own eternal invisible arm, 
will he yet save us and deliver us, and get him- 
self a name, by preserving of us. And we 
shall yet live to praise him, who is worthy of 
glory, of honour, and renown, from the rising 
of the sun to the setting of the same, now and 
forever ; amen, amen, saith my soul. 


A Postscript, 


Dear Frienps AnD Breruren,—I have 
something further in my heart to communicate 
unto you, in dear and tender love, and in desire 
of your preservation out of the snare of your 
adversary : and that is, to exhort you all to 
dwell in the pure judgment of the Truth, which 
is a defence upon your glory; and let none 
bereave you of this, under any pretence what- 
soever, But as you come to a true feeling of 
the life in yourselves, to which alone the cer- 
tain judgment appertaineth, so let this life have 
freedom, and stop it not from judging all that 
which is at enmity with the life, and tends to the 
hurting of the true plant of God, For I have 
seen a harm hath come to many who have 
parted with their judgment, and so have become 
unarmed, and the enemy hath prevailed upon 
them, under a pretended tenderness, to permit 
or suffer such things as were hurtful to them- 
selves and others; and though the Lord hath 
given them judgment and discerning in the 
matter, yet were bereaved of that gift, and so 
by little and little became beguiled. 

Oh ! dear Friends! consider these days are 
perilous times, and it is needful for every one 
to watch in that same eternal light to which 
you were first turned, that by its righteous 


| judgment ye may be preserved from everything 


in yourselves that appears contrary to that 
precious life of which you have tasted. When 
you have so done, then take heed that the enemy 
do not do that by an instrument, which, through 
your watchfulness in the light, he could not do 
without. All beware of that affected tenderness | 
that cries out, be tender to all, and pray for| 
all, and mind the good in all, and love all, and | 
judge none, but leave judgment to God, &e. | 
| say, heed not the plausible words of that | 
spirit, which being guilty, to save its own head 


of the Truth, and enemies to its prosperity, 
striving to exalt and set up another thing in. 
stead of the Truth? Such as these the Lord 
doth require you to use not only patience and 
meekness towards ; but if that will not reclaim 
them, they must know the judgment of the 
Truth, and you in it must stand over them; 
for in this case the day of the exaltation of 
Christ is come, and God is crowning Truth 
with dominion over every false spirit, and cor. 
rupt practice thereof, 

Therefore, dear Friends, eye the Lord in 
his goings forth, and as you feel his life in 
you to witness against any evil and corrupt 
thing or practice, use plainness, and keep sin- 
cerity, and turn not judgment backwards. 
That which is unwilling to be judged, and 
cries out, judge none, leave all to God, &c., 
the same will take upon it both to judge and 
rule, but not in the wisdom of God. Those 
that cry out so much for tenderness, and 
against Truth’s judgment, the same are in 
most danger to be drawn out from the patient 
suffering in the Spirit of Christ Jesus, when 
they ought to appear in the most meekness, 
and to appear rough and wrathful in the striv- 
ing and fighting nature, and are most apt to be 
tempted into a spirit of revenge, as hath been 
seen by sad experience ; for they that lose the 
exercise of that by which all should keep do- 
minion over deceit, they lose that strength by 
which they should be enabled to suffer all 
things for the sake of Christ Jesus. 

Dear Friends, in that which keeps out the 
defiler and the betrayer, all wait upon the 
Lord, that you may have your armour on, and 
be fortified with the strength, with the might, 
and with the judgment of God. Keep that un- 
der in every place, which under pretence of 
tenderness and forbearance, would make void 
the testimony of Truth, or make the offence of 
the cross to cease in anything wherein you 
have been instructed from the beginning ; that 
the Lord may behold and see judgment estab- 
lished, and be pleased, Isa. lix. The Lord 
looked, and there was no judgmént, and it dis- 
pleased him ; for thereby deceit got up, which 
with it is to be kept down. 

So the Lord God of power and wisdom pre- 


from a stroke, would bereave you of your | serve you faithful, fitted for every good word 
judgment which God hath given you ; and is and work ; the strong to watch over the weak 
indeed truly his judgment, and is to be admin- | in singleness, and the weak to be subject to the 
istered in his wisdom and power, for thecleans- | strong in the Lord, that so the pure plant of 
ing and keeping clean his sanctuary. Such righteousness and Truth may grow in and 
as have no judgment in their goings, are they | among you all, to his praise that hath called 
that know not the true way of peace, but make | you; to whom be glory and honour forever, 


them crooked paths. He that goeth in them, | 
shall not know peace, Isa. lix, 8. 

But some may say, was not Christ meek 
and lowly? and ought not all to be like unto 
him? 

It is true, my Friends ; but there is a differ- 
ence between the Seed’s suffering and ite | 
reigning, and there are times for them both. | 
When it doth please God to permit the hour 
and power of darkness in the open persecutors, 
to exalt itself against his Seed and people by 
persecution, or such like; they are led by his 
Spirit to appear in meekness and quietness, as 
a sheep before a shearer. But what is this to 
suffering bad and perverse spirits, that appear 
under pretence of the Truth, and yet are out 


Ss. C. 


Amen. 


By their Fruits shall ye Know Them.— 
1687.—** The time is come that a serious in- 
spection will be made into the lives and deport- 
ment of disagreeing parties, whose words may 
be alike, and conclusions will be drawn there- 
from, that where the power and spirit of Christ 
doth indeed rule within ; there the fruits of it 
may be discerned without. And so on the 
contrary where the evil root of bitterness is 
embraced, the fruits thereof cannot be hid; 
but will manifest themselves to that eye which 
God opens in his people to try and prove all 
things by.” —O. Sansom. 
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For The Friend.” 


BERNARD BARTON, 
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judgment of the Yearly Meeting, “ that it is | William Dewsbury, engaged in such pursuits ? 
altogether wrong and of evil tendency to have| Those men were Quakers indeed,—they had 


any grave-stones, or any other sort of monu- learned to fear and tremble before the Lord, 
Memoirs, Letters, and Poems of Bernard| ments, over or about the graves in any of and with bright hopes of heaven and firm faith 


Barton. With a Portrait. Published by | Friends’ burying-grounds.” The minute di- 
Lindsay & Blakiston, Philadelphia. 1850. | rects “ that those monuments that are already 


in the burying-grounds, eit w 
(Continued from page 334.) ying-grounds, either of wood or 


To deal fairly with Bernard, let us give his | up.” 


| in the supporting presence of the Holy Spirit, 


they passed soberly and solemnly towards the 
grave, They had the cheerfulness which re- 


stone shall be taken away, and no new put| sults from a pure conscience, to brighten them, 
The minute recommends Friends to be | and an earnest interest in the welfare of them- 


whole view respecting grave-stones. ‘[ could| sparing towards those put up for persons not! selves and of their fellow mortals to occupy 


wish grave-siones were allowed in our own 
burial-gronnds, a discretionary power being | confirmed to Friends. 
vested in proper quarters as to what is allowed 


members, before the grave-yards were solely | their thoughts, and they needed not the excite- 


ment of fictitious narratives to render their 


When this advice from the Yearly Meeting | evenings pleasant, or to shorten their apparent 


to be put on them. Confine it, and welcome;| reached the Monthly Meetings, committees | length. 


to name, date, and age; rigidly interdict all| were appointed to see it carried into effect, and 
flattery and folly.” the service was generally performed without 
Very early after the first organization of the | opposition. In some places, however, the re- 
Society of Friends, the Bishop of Gloucester | latives made difficulties, and the matter com- 
spoke to John Roberts concerning the super-|ing up to the following Yearly Meeting, it 
stition manifested by some in Friends’ burial-| directed Monthly Meetings to take particular 
grounds, in that there were stones at the head | care to have the stones removed, and further, 
and feet of some of the graves. John admitted} that if any Friend opposed it, “he or she 
the fact, did not attempt to justify it, but stated | should be dealt with as disorderly persons.” 
that it had been permitted to gratify the rela-} In 1708, report was made to the Yearly 
tions of some of the deceased. He then added, | Meeting that the grave- 
“« We, notwithstanding, propose to have them| moved. In 1729, in reference to this subject 
taken up ere long, and converted to some bet- | the Yearly Meeting minutes state, “ it was the 
ter use. But I desire thee to take notice that|early care of Friends to advise and caution 





(To be continued.) 
———_ 
Selected. 
THE CHRISTIAN’S SUN-SET. 


How fair and how lovely it is to behold 

The snn in its splendour approaching the west ; 
Its race is near run, and refulgent as gold, 

It glides through the ether as hastening to rest. 


It sinks—but in sinking ’tis only to rise, 
Its splendour and glory afresh to display ; 


stones had been re-| It sets—but in other and far distant skies, 


It rises and reigns with the brightness of day. 


Yet far more resplendent than this is the scene 


. —. z : : . Of the good man approaching tl fi f time ; 
we had it from among you [Episcopalians] ; | against the vanity and superstition of erecting | A . ep Otte tiien sos 


and | have observed in many things wherein | monuments and entombing the dead with sin- 
we have taken you for our pattern, you have} gular notes or marks of distinction.” It ap- 
led us wrong ; and therefore, we are now re-| pears that tombstones had again appeared in 
solved, with the help of God, not to follow you | the grave-yards, and this minute directs that 
one step further.” Monthly Meetings should deal. with shose who 

The well: known testimony of Friends| refused to remove those of their relatives. In 
against grave-stones appears to have been/| 1732, the minute of the Yearly Meeting direct- 
general amongst them, in the first rise of the | ing further dealing with some who continued 
Society, but afier a time that testimony in|to oppose, states that those individuals who 





Il loving, all peaceful, all calm and serene, 
He passes away with a brightness sublime. 


He dies—but no pencil can ever display, 
The splendour and glory that bursts on his sight, 
As guided by angels he speeds on his way, 
Through the portals of praise to the temple of light. 
———— 


"For ** The Friend.” 
Erman’s Travels in Siberia.” 


some places began to be relaxed. -In 1717,| refuse to take up the memorials of their buried| The vast region of northern Asia lying be- 
the Yearly Meeting of London being tnformed | relatives, stand “ in opposition to the minds|tween the Altai mountains and the Arctic 
that Friends in some places have gone into the|of the generality of Friends both in Great| Ocean, presents, both in the features of the 
vain custom of erecting monuments over the | Britain and these provinces.” country itself, and in the characteristics of its 
dead bodies of Friends, “ advise that all such} To return to Bernard Barton. His biogra- | inhabitants, miuch that is peculiar and inter- 
monuments should be removed.” pher tells us, he was warmly attached to Wal-| esting. The extreme severity of its climate— 

In various parts of Pennsylvania and New | ter Scott’s novels. In early life he was in the | Sufficient in some places, according to the re- 
Jersey, the places taken up for burying-| habit when on some of his visits, of taking ‘the | ports of travellers, to keep the ground perpe- 
grounds by Friends were used by the neigh-| last” published of these in his pocket, and his | ‘ually frozen to the depth of several hundred 
bours also. Some of them had been appro-|love for them continued with him to the last. | feet,—its vast and monotonous steppes, its 
priated to that purpose before Friends had ob- | ‘These, we are told, “ he seemed never tired of | north-flowing rivers, ils gold, platina and dia- 
tained by purchase the right to their sole| reading, and hearing read. During the last} monds, and its fossil elephants, are severally 
management. In these many stones had been | four or five winters I have gone through seve- | Objects of particular interest, respecting which 
erected. ‘These, as well as a few put up by | ral of the best of them with him—generally on | the reader of a book of travels in Asiatic Rus- 
the relations of some Friends, caused the con- | one night in each week—Saturday night, that | Sia may reasonably expect much entertaining 
sistent members of the Society much uneasi-|lefi him free to the prospect of Sunday’s re-| information, Then there are Circassian beau- 





ness. It obtained the serious consideration of | laxation. Then was the volume taken down 
Friends of Philadelphia Monthly Meeting, and | impatiently from the shelf almost before tea 
its representatives brought the subject before| was over; and at last, when the room was 


ties, honest Ostyaaks, Calmucks with small 
eyes and enormous ears, voracious Tartars, 
and wandering Samoyeds, all which furnish 





the Quarterly Meeting, held in that city on the|clear, candles snuffed, and fire stirred, he | fruitful themes for the descriptive pen of the 
2d of Seventh month, 1706. They told the} would read out or listen to, those fine stories, | traveller. ; 
Quarterly Meeting that Friends were generally | anticipating with a glance, or an impatient} Adolph Erman, whose interesting volumes 
opposed to allowing “any monuments or|ejaculation of pleasure, the good things he| We are about to introduce to the notice of our 
grave-stones over graves in Friends’ burying- | knew were coming.” readers, is evidently a traveller of no ordinary 
ground.” ‘The Quarterly Meeting sent the| Every one who has experienced the enduring | qualifications. Of a scientific tarn of mind 
subject to the Yearly Meeting, then at hand, |evil effects resulting to the mind from novel | and possessing habits of close observation, he 
with the additional information that its mem-| reading, and through mercy has been made has passed through the countries he has visited 
bers also deemed such monuments of ‘evil | to understand and mourn over it, will feel in-| with his eyes wide open, This, together with 
tendency,’ and ‘ very needless.’ clined to pity whilst they condemn an old man| the fact that Siberia is a region not yet run 
The subject thus brought before the Yearly | like Bernard Barton, drawing near to the bs anaes 
Meeting claimed its weighty attention, and a| grave, and yet occupying the time given him| * Travels in Siberia: including Excursions North- 
minute of disciplinary advice was formed and |to prepare for death, and for properly filling wards, to the Polar Circle, and Southwards to the 


‘ . as , Chi ier, ee 
sent down for the government of the subordi-| the duties cf life, in such reading. Who would aoteniien a by W.D. Cooley, in iicemenen 
naie meetings. 1 states it to be the sense and | imagine a George Fox, an Isaac Penington, a] Philadelphia, Lea & Blanchard, i850, 
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: : , : : Pas . ‘ 
down (nor likely to be) by book-making tour- jin these historical records, and few as they | direction, He then detatches his line [query, 


ists, renders his work particularly readable, 


filled as it is with much valuable information. | 


We therefore propose to extract pretty copi- 
ously from these volumes for the columns of 
“ The Friend.” 

Professor Hansteen, of Norway, famed for 
his researches into the theory of terrestrial 


are, we learn from them, how perfectly simi- 
ilar were the menners prevailing here 700 
years ago, to those which at the present day 
characterize countries lying much further to 
the east. 


The manners and outward appear- | parallel to it. 


| how 1], and returns to the boat to repeat the 


operation. Care is taken that there shall al- 
ways be at least two lines holding at once on 
the cable, so as to keep the barge in a course 
But in floods, when the current 


jance of the Pomeranians in the time of Otho! runs strong, it is often impossible to haul on 
resembled those of the tribes dwelling on the | the boat with her side to the stream; in that 


magnetism, proposed to undertake a journey | 
inio the interior of Siberia for the purpose of 
making magnetical observations. In the au- 
tumn of 1827 his determination arrived at} 
maturity, his government having engayed to | 


Obi, and of the other indigenous races of|case the workmen, overpowered, have no al- 
Northern Asia at the present day, as perfectly | ternative but to let her go adrift.” 

as ifa meridian difference of eighty or ninety} At Konigsberg where they arrived on the 
degrees were the exact equivalent of a lapse | 30th, they stayed four days to make observa- 


defray the expenses of the expedition. Our 
author requested to be allowed to codperate in 
a work scientifically so important; and his 
request was granted. “I then found myself,” 


he says, “in the position of being about to} 


start immediately on a journey, without prepa- 
ration at all commensurate with the greatness 
of the enterprise, but with as high hopes of 
success as could be fairly founded on a lively 
interest in its objects. By the advice of Pro- 
fessor Hansteen, which fully coincided with 
my own views, I now provided myself with 
magnetical and other instruments, in order 
that, if separated from the rest of the expedi- 
tion, I might still be able to extend the range 
of magnetical obgervations, and serve actively 
in the other departments of physical know- 
ledge. 

* On the 25th of April, about 5 Pp. m., we 
left the gate of Berlin on our way to Konigs- 
berg by Dantzig. During the last week there 
had fallen copious showers, though with the 
warmth of spring. The poplars on the road- 
side were already in full leaf, and the elder 
bushes, with many of the fruit trees in the 
village gardens, were in like manner clothing 
themselves in green. When we crossed the 
Oder, we found the willows on its banks in 
full flower, and with leaves perfectly unfolded : 
it may serve also to indicate the relative for- 
wardness of vegetation at our starting point, 
to remark, that the flowers of the horse-chest- 
nuts were completely formed, though the clus- 
ters were not yet opened, and that the moun- 
tain ash had fully developed leaves.” 

Such statements of the forwardness of veg- 
elation in different localities are frequent | 


through the book, and are interesting and | 


valuable items of information. The latitude 
of Berlin is 52° 31' north, or about 124 de- 
grees nearer the pole than Philadelphia. 
we see by the above statement that vegetation 
comes forward about as early there as it does 
with us. 

At Pyzsitz, 75 miles north-east of Berlin, 
they Jearned that several old chronicles had a 
short time before been discovered at thut place, | 
having reference to the labours of Otho, Bishop | 
of Bamberg in Bavaria, (about the year 1124,)| 
for the civilization and conversion to Christi-| 
anity (or rather Romanism) of the inhabitants | 
of Pomerania. “ Many a striking feature, at 
least in the portraiture of the now completely 
extinct Sclavonian branch of the Pomeranians, 

Pomoryini, i. e. Coast-people, from po, in 

Ussian, On, and more, the sea,*) is preserved 


* Prassia is supposed by some to be contracted from 
Porussia, i. e. on or next to Russia. 


Yet) 


of 700 years in history. ‘The zealous apostle 
himself was filled with admiration at the hon- 
esty and fidelity of the heathen. The Pome- 
ranians ridiculed at that time, in the very terms 
used now by the aborigines of Northern Asia, 
the practice, observed with Christian travellers, 
of locking up their property. Many of the 
customs in Northern Asia, which strike tra- 
vellers as being most peculiar, will be found 
on inquiry to have prevailed formerly in the 
north of Europe.” 

“We arrived in Dantzig [300 miles from 
Berlin] on the morning of the 29th of April. 
The alleys of horse-chestnuts which lined the 
latter part of the road that led through the 
midst of opulent country houses, presented a 
far more wintry aspect than the same kind of 
trees showed in Berlin a week before. Here 
[lat. 54° 21'] were only the first traces of 
young leaves; but in Berlin we had seen the 
perfectly formed clusters of young flowers 
just ready to unfold, 

‘*‘ It was not without some sadness that | 
paced the streets of the town bidding farewell 
for an indefinite period to the land of my home, 
the peculiarities of which are so fully express- 
ed in the style of building and general aspect 
of Dantzig. ‘The solemn gloom of the streets 
formed by gables of high, narrow houses ; the 
projections of the footway, with the benches, 
and the trim balconies, where neighbours con- 
verse together ; the tall lime trees giving shade 
in summer; and the wells with their promise 
of refreshing coolness, altogether composed a 
picture of citizen comfort and well-being, 
which contrasted strongly with my prospect 
of wanderings in strange, and, as | then per- 
ceived, inhospitable lands.” 

They crossed the Vistula at Dirschau. 
* Here the passage of men and vehicles across 
the river is effected in a way as ancient, pro- 
bably, as it is simple, but which, in the strong 
currents attending the spring floods, can hardly 
| be deemed the safest.” A cable is stretched 
across the river, and the ferry barge, lower 
down the stream, is drawn across by hauling 
on lines that are made alternately to fasien 
and loosen their hold on the cable. “ The 
ferrymen wear great hempen bands, like sol- 
diers’ belts, over the breast and left shoulder. 
At the lower part of this band is fastened a 
light line with a weight at the end. Standing 
at the bow of the barge, one of the ferrymen 
throws his line, which falling over the cable, 
and making some turns round it, owing to the 
weight, holds it fast. The man then begins 
hauling, and by the time he reaches the stern 
of the barge, one or more of his comrades 
have in like manner taken hold of the cable 
with their lines, and are hauling in the same 








tions of the magnetic declination of that place, 
and to make repeated comparisons of their 
chronometer with the observatory clocks, 

“ Here, [lat. 54° 43'] on the 3rd of May, 
the willows were still quite without a flower, 
but-at Freienwalde, eight days before, we had 
seen the flowers of river-side willows com- 
pletely developed. The house-swallow made 
its appearance at Konigsberg on the 30th of 
April,” a day which according to 24 years’ 
observations has an average temperature of 6°, 
64 of Reaumur’s thermometer, which is equal 
to 47° ef Farenheit’s scale. At Gosport, 
England, (lat. 50° 50°) “the 20th of April is 
the day of the swallow’s first appearance, with 
a variation of only seven days in the course 
of twelve years. The temperature of that day 
is there 7°, 80 R. [493° F.] At Berlin (lat. 
52° 31’) the arrival of the swallow falls, as 
would appear from observations made for six 
years, on the 18th of April, when the temper. 
ature is about 6°, 32 R. [463° F.] At Apen- 
rade (lat. 55° 3’) the same phenomena occurs 
on the 23d of April, with a temperature of 6, 
31 R. At Copenhagen, (lat. 55° 41’) on the 
5th of May, when the temperature is 7°, 21 R. 
[483 F.] 

*“ Since it is remarked throughout Europe, 
that for this phenomenon of animal ‘nature, as 
for the several stages of vegetation, there is a 
near coincidence of the accompanying tem- 
peratures, the question naturally arises, whe- 
ther the great difference observed in Asia, in 
the time of the first appearance of the house- 
swallow, depends on the warmth of the air. 
At Guryef, on the Caspiiin Sea, (and in lat. 
49° 6') the swallow is seen as early as the end 
of March, while at Dauria beyond Lake Baikal, 
in the same*latitude, it does not make its ap- 
pearance till the second week in May ; and at 
Turukhansk on the Yenisei, (in lat. 65° 45’) 
not till the middle of June.” 

The European house-swallow (Hirundo 
rustica) is confined to the Eastern Continent, 
unless indeed our barn swallow (H. Ameri- 
cana, Wilson) is, as is maintained by some, 
identical with that species. [t arrives in Penn- 
sylvania about the first of Fourth month, a day 
which has an average temperature at Phila- 
delphia of about 45° Fahrenheit. 

(To be continued.) 
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Kind Words.—Kind words do not cost 
much. They never blister the tongue or lips. 
And we never heard of any mental trouble 
arising from this quarter, 

Though they do not cost much, yet they 
accomplish much. 

1. They help one’s own good nature and 
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good will. Soft words soften our own soul.|not improved, by getting off their g 
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| stances, “ Friends, in every thing give thanks 


Angry words are fuel to the flame of wrath, | adapting their manners to their company, and ito the Lord; for from him every good thing 


and make it blaze the more fiercely. by being frequently drawn into unprofitable 

2. Kind words make other people good na- | conversation. Cape Island has grown to be a 
tured. Cold words freeze people, but hot|a considerable town, and the youth and older 
words scorch them, and sarcastic words irri-|ones resorting there may be exposed to con- 


| you do receive. The apostle saith, ‘In every 
thing give thanks; for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus concerning you.’ They who 
do not obey this doctrine, do not do the will 


tate them, and bitter words make them bitter, |taminations extremely prejudicial. 


and wrathful words make them wrathful. 


If it is|}of God in Christ Jesus. The same apostle 


|necessary to be more watchful and circum-| also saith, ‘ Every creature of God is good, 


There is such a rush of all other kinds of | spect on one occasion than another, it must be | and nothing to be refused, if it be received 


words, in our days, that it seems desirable to | 
give kind words a chance among them. There 
are vain words, and idle words, and hasty 
words, and silly words, and empty words, and | 
profane words, and boisterous words, and war- 
like words. 

Kind words also produce their own image 
on men’s souls, And a beautiful image it is. 
They soothe, and quiet, and-comfort the hear- 
er. They shame him out of his souf, morose, 
unkind feelings. —E-ctract. 


- 
. 





For “ The Friend.” 
Summer Reereations, 


The public newspapers are giving invitations 
for pleasurable excursions, with vivid descrip- 
tions of watering places, which present attrac- 
dions to the invalid, and to those whose ener- 
gies require renewing, after the toils of busi- 
ness. -There are so many facilities for 
travelling, that the warm weather brings with 
it the desire to leave home, which custom 
seems to, render indispensable. But however 
lawful and proper it may be for some to take 
such recreation, it is also needful to recollect, 
that this kind of life has its temptations and 
dissipating influences, applicable to old and 
young. Men and women of.almost every 
character find their way to those places of 
fashionable resort. Principles and habits de- 


rived from foose education, and from mingling 


with “men of corrupt minds, reprobate con- 
cerning the faith,” render the society of not a 





when Satan has prepared his baits in the most} with thanksgiving :’ David saith, ‘At mid- 
specious forms, and when he has professing | night, I will rise to give thee thanks, because 
Christians employed in representing them as of thy righteous judgments,’ ‘ Oh give thanks 
very innocent, that will do nobody any harm, | unto the Lord for he is good, because his mer- 
and that it cannot be expected we should be | cies endure forever.’ So the Lord is worthy 
debarred from partaking of such pastimes and jof all the thanks and praises through Jesus 
diversions. In this way what the Scriptures | Christ, who created all by Jesus Christ, to his 
call “ the precious life,” is hunted and wound- | glory and honour forevermore.” 

ed, and comparatively goodly people, if they 
fall in with such sophistry, suffer a spiritual 
loss, of which they do not soon recover ; and 
the kingdom of Satan is strengthened thereby. 
When it is necessary to seek a change for the Bequard and Barreswill have demonstrated 
sake of health, choice should be made of those} j,_ presence of sugar in the liver of animals, 
situations which promise equal advantages, | 


; eee "5°°s/even where stccharine or amylaceous food 
without subjecting us to the demoralizing | fyrms no part of their diet. [t is found in no 


effects, of fashionable and irreligious associa~| other organ. 
tions. If we voluntarily put ourselves in the . 
way of temptations, we cannot have ground 
to expect either that we shall be led to pray to 
be delivered from evil, or that our prayers will 
be regarded should they be offered. 

. 


—=_— 


For ‘The Friend.” 


SCRAPS. 


An aligator six feet long is said to have 
been caught in the streets of New Orleans on 
the night of the 25th of last month, the streets 
being flooded at the time in consequence of 
| heavy rain. 

For “ The Friend."’ ey 

. : - On the afiernoon of the 26th ult. the loco- 
Gratitude—Thanksgiving. motive “ Erastus Corning,” lefi Utica at-35 
The earth is bringing forth abundance, the| minutes past 4, with a full passehiger train, 
country is blessed with peace; health. and | and arrived at Schenectady at ten minutes be-* 
happiness are enjoyed almost universally in aj fore 7, having made eight stoppages which 
remarkable degree. There is no people on| c¢upied 32 minutes. The whole distance— 
the face of the earth, who-have more cause to| 78 miles—was therefore passed oyer in one 
return thanks to our Almighty benefactor for | hour and 43 minutes, or at the rate of about 
the multitude of his blessings, than we have. | 45} miles an hour. 





few, dangerous even to apparently settied| All that is wanting to make our land like an 
Christians, and most deleterious to susceptible Eden, is righteousness and holiness, and hum-| According to a communication read at a 
youth: Pernicious works are often placed in| ble walking with God. Were every one living| recent meeting of the Academy of Science, 
the way of those who do not allow such to|up to the convictions of the Holy Spirit, it| Paris, there is a body of miners near Charle- 
come into their own houses, and would prohibit | would make him a man of God, and next to) roi, on the Belgian frontier, who thrive well on 
them to their children. Various other kinds | the performance «of his duty to his Maker, | a diet almost exclusively vegetable, the weck- 
of trifling and sinful amusements to kill time, | would be his daily prayer and effort to do his | day allowance consisting of coffee and chic- 
theatrical exhibitions, * pisiol galleries,” games | fellow creature good. The prophecy, “they jory in equal quantities (about two quarts a 
of different kinds, &c., which a Christian} shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy|day to a man), sundry stout slices of bread 
ought to protest against, are brought together | mountain,” would be constantly- fulfilling. | and butier, a little milk, besides potatoes, cab- 
within a narrow compass, and efforts are | Hatred and enmity, and the evil disposition to| bage, and other green vegetables. Oo First- 
used to draw all classes to them; and we|injure others, either in character or in pro-|days and festival days a small quantity of 
may reasonably fear that conscience is fre-|perty, would have no place in such hearts. | meat and two quarts of beer were used. These 
quently violated in yielding to such solicita-| As the spirit of envy is extirpated, others’ joys| miners are said to have excellent health and 
lions. Persons of moral and steady habits | and happiness become ours, and a harmonious | great muscular strength, and to live in compa- 
often experience the disadvantage of being! pilgrimage to the heavenly Jerusalem is our | ratively easy circumstances, a man with @ 
from under the restraint, which their religious | delight, All those little feelings of jealousy, | wife and halfa dozen children, being able to 
friends hold over them in their. home associa- | and unfounded suspicions of wrong, which the | keep out of debt and live with some comfort 
tions. And it is almost impossible to prevent pees of man’s happiness still infuses into) on two francs (37 cents) a day, 

active youth from looking into every thing the | hearts disposed to receive them, would be shut} The savans of the academy were exceed. 
place presents, and* they meet with enough of|out. “Where the noble Spirit of the universal | ingly puzzled to account for the strong mus- 
both sexes, to entice them to taste the forbidden | Redeemer has the rule, the language of the | cles and thriving finances of these» Charleroi 
Pleasures to which they may have access. It regenerated soul is, ** Glory to God in the| miners, wifh a diet of so much coffee and so 
is a common opinion that restraint is to be | highest, on earth, peace and good will to men.” | litle meat. They were almost disposed to 


thrown off, for the purpose of obtaining the 


full benefit of relaxation from business, and 
we apprehend that many who visit those public 
resorts, will find upon a close scrutiny on 
coming away, that their mental strength has 


A man who was endowed with this spirit in an think coffee must be a nourishing substance, 
extraordinary degree, and showed the fruits of| its analysis to the contrary notwithstanding. 
itin his unwearied labours for the benefit of | One of their number, however, came to the 
his fellow-creatures, exhorted them to cultivate | following wise conclusion: “that all that 





feelings of thanksgiving under all circum- 


relates to the theory of nutrition is yet cover- 
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THE FRIEND. 
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ed with an impenetrable veil. We know 
almost nothing on this important and funda- 
mental phenomenon.” 
LLN. 
—_CoO_ 

Prayer.—It is not the length but the) 
strength of prayer that is required; not the| 
labour of the lip but the travail of the heart | 
that prevails with God, ‘“ Let thy words be | 
few,” as Solomon says, but full and to the 
purpose.— Spencer. 


The Population of Boston has more than 
doubled within the last twenty years, it con- 
taining at present 138,788 inhabitants. 


THE FRIEND. 


SEVENTH MONTIHI 13, 1850. 


On Third-day afternoon about 4} o’clock, 
a fire broke out in an extensive block of stores 
owned by John Brock & Sons, situated on 
Delaware Avenue, south of Vine street, where 
was stored a large quantity of saltpetre. The | 
block was variously occupied. A tavern, 
dance-house,—a place for storing hay,—&c., | 
&c. It is not positively known how the fire | 
originated. The “ Daily News” says, “ The| 
flames spread with fearful rapidity, and it was | 
with difficulty that the clerks could escape | 
with the books. ‘The intense heat made by | 
the hay, fused the saltpetre, and an explosion | 
was the result; a terrible one, afier several of 
no consequence, except that they served to 
warn those near of the danger that might be 
apprehended from a too close proximity to the 
burning building. The noise was terrifying, 
and the effect was appalling. Burning embers | 
were thrown about in all directiong, among the | 
firemen and citizens, and in the effort of all to! 
escape, many were trampled under foot, and | 
a large number were crowded into the dock, 
and narrowly escaped drowning.” 


—a | 





“ The effect of the explosion in spreading 


the fire, was immediately seen. The splendid | 
storehouse on the south of that in which the} 
fire originated, occupied by Ridgway & Budd, | 
flour dealers, was at once enveloped in flames ; 
and in a little while the large block of build-| 
ings'on the north, in the occupancy of the! 
Lehigh Transportation Company was in a like | 
condition. The flakes of burning hay were 
carried to the westward, and fired the dwell-| 
ings on the west side of Water street, which | 
extended to Front street, and which were occu- | 


pied by a large number of poor families. In| 


|the search of their wives, contributed to make | 


|half way from Vine to Callowhill on Front 


'street, it was burning just as rapidly, and 


| vey the whole scene, and a sublime and fear- 


west side of Front street, extending from Vine |‘ Daily News” of 10th instant, we extract as 
half way to Race, were soon in flames. Many | follows :— 

of these were new fine edifices. The one on! ‘“ He breathed his last at about half-past ten 
the corner of New and Front, was owned and | o’clock last evening, surrounded by his family, 
tenanted by Thomas Wattson, biscuit baker. | the Cabinet officers, the Mayor of Washington, 
All these are in ruins. ‘The flames continued | the District Attorney, and the Physicians who 
to spread towards Second street, on a line par-| had been attending him.” 

allel to the extent of the conflagration on Front 
street. ‘The buildings on New street, many WANTED. 


of them handsome edifices, and the Public} A Friend is wanted to fill the office of Su- 


School on the same, were all burned, also | nerinicndent of Haverford School. Informa. 
those on Vine street, from Front to Second. |iion in reference to the duties of the station 


All these buildings were tenanted, and the en- 


may be obtained on application to either of the 


| deavour of the inmates to save their property, | undersiened 
signed. 


and to escape toa place of safety, added to 
the confusion. Household goods were piled 
upon the pavements in all directions, and in Alfred Cope, Walnut Street wharf. 
many instances handsome furniture was thrown John Farnum, No, 26 S. Front street. 
from the upper windows of burning dwellings, | Philad., Seventh mo., 1850. 

and destroyed in this way. The scene was 
awful beyond description. Many parents were 
running about wringing their hands, and utter- 
ing lamentations for a missing child; wives C 
weeping for their husbands, and husbands in J 


Thomas Kimber, Josiah Tatum, No. 50 
North Fourth street. 


WANTED 


A Principal Teacher in the Raspberry St. 
joured School for Girls. Apply to Hannah 
- Newhall, No. 202 Spruce street; Emma 
H. Edwards, No, 192 Spruce strect ; or Sarah 


the scene more painful. ‘The fire continued to Ores 
h p Allen, No. 146 Pine street. 


spread, and at 8 o’clock, had extended almost 


FRIENDS’ ASYLUM. 


Committee on Admissions.—Samuel Bettle, 
along Delaware Avenue it had reached the (Jt-» No. 101 North Tenth street ; Charles Ellis, 
extensive storehouse of A. Wright & Nephew, | No. 95 South Eighth street, and No. 56 Chest- 
salt dealers. On Vine street wharf, there | DUt street ; W illtam Betile, No. 244 North 
were several hundred cords of pine and oak | Sixth street, and No. 14 South Third street ; 
wood, which could easily have been removed | John C. Allen, No. 150 South Second street ; 
before fire reached it, but which was permitted | Horatio C. Wood, No. 210 Race street, and 
to burn, and contributed to the flames. After | No. 37 Chestnut street ; William Thomas, No. 
darkness had set in we took our station upon | 242 North Fifth street, and No. 49 South 
an elevated position from which we could sur- | Wharves; Townsend Sharpless, No. 187 Arch 
street, and No, 32 South Second street. 
Visiting Managers for the Month.— 


and New Market street; from Front to Water 


ful one it was, On went the flames, cracking oy ; J . 
and roaring, enveloping some of the finest edi- John Elliott, No. 243 Race street ; John Car. 
fices which our city could boast, and rendering | '@" No. 105 S. Twelfth street; Benjamin H. 
them in a short time, a heap of ruins. To the | Warder, 179 Vine street. 
west and the north all was one vast sea of| Superintendent.—Dr. Joshua H. Worth. 
fire, while ever and anon the falling of the)!9gton. me 
walls, and the shouts of the multitude thereat,|__ Attending Physician.—Dr. Charles Evans, 
served to render the scene fearfully terrific—|No- 182 Arch street. 
awfully sublime !” Z Steward.—W illiam Birdsall. 

The conflagration was subdued by 12 Matron.—Mary D. Birdsall. 
o'clock. It was bounded on the north by 
Callowhill street, except a few houses east of | 
Front street; on the west by the east side Of | street below Third, nearly opposite their late place of 
Second street; on the south taking in both | business; where they will keep constantly on hand an 
sides of New street; and on Front street run- | assortment of plain, and/ other style of bonuets ; also 
ning somewhat further south, and thence east | ™#ke them to order. 
to the Delaware. This large area is now = ae 
heap of ruins or tottering walls. But the most| Dre, on the 14th of Sixth month, 1850, Acxrs, 


lamentable rt of the dispensation is the| wife of Charles Burton, of Bucks county, Pa., in the 
were an me oo se pensatio : ‘| 42nd year of her age;\a well esteemed member of 
maiming and loss of life. ‘The morning papers | Fatis Monthly Meeting. It may be justly said of this 


Agnes and Rebecca L. Haines, respectfully inform 
their friends that they have removed to No. 66 Arch 


consequence of the weather being warm, and | give lists of the dead and wounded—from 30 | dear Friend, that she manifested a meck and quiet 
the roofs dry, the fire spread in a fearful man-| to 60—and since their accounts were written | Spirit through a well spent life; and we humbly trust 


- . ' . . 
ner, so much so, that several of the inmates! other dead bodies have been found, 17 in all. 
were burned to death in their attempt to es-| The building in New street in which Friends’ 


cape. ‘The intensity of the fire prevented the | meeting for the Northern District was former- | 


firemen from approaching it, so as to render| ly held, but which has been recently occupied 
much efficient service, and the wind blowing/as a public school, was destroyed. A number 
fresh from the south-east, the flames continued|of Friends have been burnt out, and others 
to spread to the west and north, It was not| have had much valuable property destroyed, 

long before it had crossed to the west side of | During the raging of the fire, a telegraphic 
Front street, and to the north side of Vine | despatch announced the death of Z. Taylor, 
street. The whole range of dwellings on the| President of the United States. From the 


| her spirit is now gatherede* to the general assembly 
} and church of the first born whose names are written 
in heaven.” 


—, in this city, on Sixth-day morning, the 21st 
lof last month, Hannan Mitcnext, a minister of the 
| Northern District Monthly Mecting, in the 79th year 

of her age.—A day or two before her quiet departure 
she said, “I have much to be thankiul for. I am 
tenderly dealt with; not a pain, not an ache!” And 
thus she continued, “ with ber lamp trimmed and her 
loins girded,” waiting the summons to meet the Bride- 


groom. ‘ 





